IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claim 5 as shown below. The claims, as pending in the 



subject application, read as follows: 



printing of print data from^ 
application residing on a data network to a set top box which has a prjatfr, said set top box 
residing on a digital cable network which has a cable head emHor interfacing said digital 
cable network to said data network, said method comnFfting the steps of: 
generating print data in said client4pplication; 

determining whether a seci^communication path exists between said 
client application and said set top bo> 

transmitting, in response to a determination that said secure communication 
path exists, said print data ^jL said client application to said set top box; and 

sending saifl print data from said set top box to said printer for printing. 




2, (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the step for 
determining whemer a secure communication path exists between said client application 
and said set tot/box includes the use of a secure protocol between said cUent application 
and said cable head end, and between said cable head end and said set top box. 



3. (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein the step for 
determihing wljethersrsecurTco^ between said client application 

and s^ set top box further includes a confirmation through said seci&e-ptcdfficolJha 
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<:; able head end is a secure locatio n ^ and a co tifjr^^tinn, thrmi^h said secure protocol, that 
said set top box is a secure location. 




4. (Original) A method according to Claim 1/^erein the step for 
transmitting, in response to a determination that saidjs^cure communication path exists, 
said print data from said cHent appUcation to s^ set top box includes sending said print 
data from said client application to said o^le head end in a device-independent format, 
transforming said print data from sdt(d device-independent format to a rasterized format 
which corresponds to said printer, and then sending said print data in said rasterized format 
from said cable head end to said set top box for printing on said printer. 

5. /Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, v^herein the step 
set for transmitnng, in response to a determination that said secure communication path 
exists, said /rint data from said client application to said set top box includes encrypting 
said prinyUata, sending said encrypted print data from said client application to said cable 
head enti, sending said encrypted print data from said cable head end to said set top box, 
decrypting said print data, and sending the decrypted print data to said printer for printing. 



6. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, v^herein said confirmation 
thAt said set top box is a secure location is sent from said set top box to said cable head 
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^^y^T--tf)rigi nal) A method according to Claim 3, wherein said confirmation 
that said cable head end is a secure location is sent from said cable head endje^d client 
application. 




8. (Original) A method according^kK^laim 1, wherein the step for 
' transmitting, in response to a determination/that said secure communication path exists, 
said print data from said client application to said set top box includes transforming, by 
said client application, said print^ta from said device-independent format to a rasterized 
format which corresponds to/^id printer, sending said print data in said rasterized format 
from said client applicatiiem to said cable head end, and then sending said print data in said 
rasterized format fror/ said cable head end to said set top box for printing on said printer. 



91 (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein said secure protocol 
is a secure sodcets layer protocol. 



10. (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein the step for 
determi^iing whether a secure communication path exists between said client application 
and said set top box includes the transmission of at least one certificate from said set top 
boxio said cable head end and the transmission of at least one certificate from said cable 



he&dj 



)lication. 
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— - 41 (Ori r inal) A m e thod for \\\ ^ S^mr ^ p TH n tin g n f pnnt Hntn frnm g rlient 

application residing on a data network to a set top box which has a printer^^^iid^ top box 
residing on a digital cable network which has a cable head end foHMerfacing said digital 
cable network to said data network, said method comppsing the steps of: 
generating print data in said cli^rfapplication; 

determining that a secure ^pmnmunication path exists between said client 
application and said cable head end/upon receipt through a secure protocol of a 
confirmation from said cable b^d end that said cable head end is a secure location; 

sending, in/esponse to a determination that said secure communication path 
\ \^ exists, said print data^om said client application to said cable head end in a device- 
independent formal 

transforming in said cable head end, said print data from said device- 
independent format to a rasterized format which corresponds to said printer; 

/ determining that a secure communication path exists between said cable 
head and /aid set top box upon receipt, through a secure protocol, of a confirmation from 
said set /op box that said set top box is a secure location; and 

/ sending, in response to a determination that said secure communication path 

exists, said print data in said rasterized format from said cable head end to said set top box 
for/pmitittg uii said piiiittrT 
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19 (nria^n ril ) A mf t^^^ ^l "* ^ >ipr i mrji ii Ml ii i0 -rtff>nnt dataTrom aclieni. 
application residing on a data network to a set top box which has a printer, s^i<fset top box 
residing on a digital cable network which has a cable head end for ipt&facing said digital 
cable network to said data network, said method comprising^ steps of: 
generating print data in said client appjK^ation; 

transforming, in said client applicmion, said print data from said device- 
independent format to a rasterized format ^ch corresponds to said printer; 
y encrypting, in said chept^ application, said print data in said rasterized 

format; 

sending said enci^ted print data in said rasterized format from said client 

(^^^^^^^S^^ application to said cable head end; 

sending sarn encrypted print data in said rasterized format from said cable 
head end to said set toolbox; and 

decrypting, in said set top box, said print data in said rasterized format for 
printing on said printer. 




Ifi. (Original) An apparatus for the secure printing of print data from a 
client application residing on a data network to a set top box which has a printer, said set 
top box residiiig on a digital cable network which has a cable head end for interfacing said 
digital cable ^etwork to said data network, comprising: 

a program memory for storing process steps executable to perform a method 
according tq| any of Claims 1 to 12; and 

lory. 



focessor for executing the process steps 
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— H. (Original) ■ Computer-executable-proce ss steps s tored on a comp tttg 
readable medium, said computer-executable process steps for the secufe-iJrmting of print 
data from a client application residing on a data network to ^p^s€t top box which has a 
printer, said set top box residing on a digital cable n^ork which has a cable head end for 
interfacing said digital cable network to said^data network, said computer-executable 
process steps comprising process steM^xecutable to perform a method according to any of 
Claims 1 to 12. 

15. (priginal) A computer-readable medium which stores computer- 
executable proce^ steps, the computer-executable process steps to achieve the secure 
printing of print data from a client application residing on a data network to a set top box 
which ha/a printer, said set top box residing on a digital cable network which has a cable 
head end for interfacing said digital cable network to said data network, said computer- 
executable process steps comprising proce^s-^ps executable to perform a method 
Wording to any of Claims 1 to 12. 
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